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Building Background
Arthur Miller expressed pride in The Crucible, which 
deals with the tragic combination of mass hysteria and 
social and political repression. Deciding to produce the 
play is often a response to similar circumstances. “I 
can almost tell what the political situation in a country 
is when the play is suddenly a hit there,” Miller wrote, 
“—it is either a warning of tyranny on the way or a 
reminder of tyranny just past.” When The Crucible 
played in China, one Chinese writer told Miller that she 
was sure the play could have been written only by 
someone who had suffered persecution in China’s 
Cultural Revolution.

Setting Purposes for Reading
 Literary Element Plot
Plot refers to the sequence of events in a short story, 
novel, or drama. Most plots deal with a problem and 
develop around a conflict, or struggle between oppos-
ing forces. An external conflict is a struggle between a 
character and an outside force, such as another char-
acter, society, nature, or fate. An internal conflict takes 
place within the mind of a character who struggles 
with opposing feelings. The plot begins with exposi-
tion, or introduction to the story’s characters, setting, 
and situation. The rising action adds complications to 
the conflicts, leading to the climax, or the point of 
highest emotional pitch. Falling action is the logical 
result of the climax, and the denouement, or resolu-
tion, presents the final outcome.

As you read Act Three, notice how Miller intensifies the 
conflicts he introduced in the previous two acts.

• See Literary Terms Handbook, p. R13.

 Reading Strategy Evaluating Argument
Argument is a form of persuasion. While some 
persuasive writing depends on emotional appeals, 
argument depends on logic, reasoning, and evidence. 
The authorities and individual characters in The 
Crucible often cite reasons for acting and thinking 
the way they do. It is up to you, the reader, to form 
an opinion about—or evaluate—these arguments.

Reading Tip: Taking Notes As you read, use a chart 
similar to the one below to record faulty logic, ques-
tionable arguments, or flawed evidence. Write your 
evaluations in the right-hand column. 

 Vocabulary

vile (v�̄l)  adj. evil; foul; repulsive; degrading; 
p. 1071 A vile crime must be punished.

immaculate (i mak� yə lit)  adj. unblemished; 
flawless; pure; p. 1076 Our tenants left the apart-
ment in immaculate condition. 

guile (� �̄l)  n. cunning; deceit; slyness; 
p. 1078 Through a combination of charm and guile, 
he persuaded his grandmother to include him in her will.

contemplation (koń  təm plā� shən)  n. the act 
of thinking about something long and seriously; 
p. 1079 Our summer cabin is the perfect place for 
reading and contemplation.

unperturbed (un pər turbd�)  adj. undisturbed; 
calm; p. 1084 Unperturbed by his seemingly 
stressful day, John slept soundly.

Evaluation

Probably true. Puritans 
were suspicious of all 
reading material except 
the Bible.

Example

p. 1069
Giles thinks his 
wife is arrested for 
reading books.
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 Interactive Literary Elements 
Handbook To review or learn more about the literary elements, 
go to www.glencoe.com.

BEFORE YOU READ The Crucible, Act Three
LITERATURE PREVIEW READING PREVIEW

In studying this selection, you will focus on the following:

• analyzing plot

• evaluating argument

• interpreting context clues

• connecting to contemporary issues

OBJECTIVES

1067-1088 U6P2APP-845481.indd   1067 1/10/07   3:40:59 PM



Copyright ©
 by The M

cGraw
-Hill Com

panies, Inc.

Name ���������������������������������������������������������� Date ��������������������������� Class �������������������

110 American Literature, Unit Six, Theme 10 Active Reading Guide 

The Crucible, Act 3 by Arthur Miller (page 958)

In act 3, Proctor argues that the girls are frauds and that the charges against him and his wife are false. He
presents a number of arguments to support his contention. Abigail counters his arguments and contends that
the girls are being truthful. As you read act 3, complete the comparison diagram below by writing down
Proctor’s arguments on the left and Abigail’s responses on the right. Then answer the question that follows.

Active Reading Guide Reading Guide Active 

What is the outcome?

Proctor Abigail

versus




