
Writers’ Workshop 10/20-21/2010 

 
This is the penultimate Writers’ Workshop for your personal narrative. It’s time to make 
your effort count. So, it is worth remembering the aim of this paper: to describe how a 
person, place, or event helped make you who you now are.   
 
The keys to writing any story—and a personal narrative is a story—are vivid language and 
action. I cannot award your effort a passing grade if you fail to describe an event. You 
must describe an event, even if you are focusing on the influence of a place or a person. 
As you describe the event, you’ll want to include both sensory details—appeals to the 
senses of sight, smell, sound, taste, touch—and your feelings and thoughts. By 
emphasizing these details, you allow your reader access to the scene itself; you show 
rather than tell what happened. 
 

Submission Guidelines: 
 Maximum length is four double-spaced pages; 

 First and last name, period, and date in document header; 

 1.25” left and right margins and 1” top and bottom margins 

 12-point professional font; 

 Pagination (page x of y) in document footer; 

 File name: yourlastname_yourfirstname-narrative-draft_z; 

 Email subject: “yourfirstname yourlastname personal narrative final draft” 

 Deadline for draft Z: Friday, 10/22/2010 12 AM (Because I will read the papers 
over the weekend, make comments, and return the papers on Monday, I can 
accept no late work. An exception, by prior arrangement, will be made for those 
who do not have an Internet connection. If this is you, then talk to me NOW.) 

 

Here are some further guidelines for the assignment: 
 
For an A grade, you must: 

 Narrate the influence a person, place, or event on you by focusing on 
events; 

 Use sensory language effectively; 

 Vary your sentence structure: use simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to effect; 

 Use parallel structure effectively; 

 Use appropriate and effective diction; 

 Avoid most mechanical errors: subject-verb agreement problems, 
pronoun-antecedent agreement errors, run-on sentences, sentence 
fragments, and the like; 

 Include some pizzazz, je-ne-sais-quoi, flair in your writing!  
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Papers that receive a B grade will fall short of the requirements for an A grade but will: 

 Narrate the influence a person, place, or event on you by focusing on events; 

 Use sensory language; 

 Use sentence structure variety: simple, compound, complex, and compound-
complex sentences; 

 Use parallel structure; 

 Use generally appropriate diction; 

 Avoid most mechanical errors: subject-verb agreement problems, pronoun-
antecedent agreement errors, run-on sentences, sentence fragments, and the like. 

 
Papers that receive a C grade will be lacking in some important aspect; they may: 

 Narrate the influence a person, place, or event on you including but not focusing 
on events; 

 Use some sensory language; 

 Lack sentence structure variety; 

 Fail to use parallel structure; 

 Use appropriate diction unevenly; 

 Contain an accumulation of errors: subject-verb agreement problems, pronoun-
antecedent agreement errors, run-on sentences, sentence fragments, and the like. 

 Lack pizzazz, je-ne-sais-quoi, or flair.  
 
Papers that receive a D grade will be significantly lacking in some important aspect; 
they may: 

 Narrate the influence a person, place, or event but fail to focus on events; 

 Use little or no sensory language; 

 Lack sentence structure variety; 

 Fail to use parallel structure; 

 Use appropriate diction unevenly or contain malapropisms (misuse of words); 

 Contain many mechanical errors: subject-verb agreement problems, pronoun-
antecedent agreement errors, run-on sentences, sentence fragments, and the like. 
NB: Any paper that contains five or more run-on sentences, sentence fragments, 
or a combination of both will automatically receive a grade of D. 

 Lack pizzazz, je-ne-sais-quoi, and flair.  

 


